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The month of April has gone by in the blink of an eye. This year the Easter
week was very different. Even the newspapers commented on the number of
people who spent time worshiping our Savior and taking part in church
activities instead of celebrating “Semana Santa” at the beach and partying.
Praise the Lord! The local church did a reenactment of the crucifixion on our
street and on Easter morning for the first time they did a reenactment of the
resurrection. This is the first year that we have ever seen the people of
Nicaragua celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. In the past the focus has always
been on the crucifixion.

The Lord also had his hand on Mike as he went through the medical exams needed to follow up on his
hospitalization last year. Again God granted us His mercy and Mike’s reports all came in within normal ranges and
the spot on his lung has not changed. Please lift up a prayer of thanks to our Lord and Savior.

On the 27" of April while we were shopping at Pricesmart (similar to Sam’s Club or Costco) Mike's cell phone
rang. Mike handed me the phone and said honey please take this call. It was from the Director of Acreditacion for
Mi Familia wanting to know where we wanted to be licensed. Both of us were standing there with our mouths
open as it has been over a year since we originally submitted our application and the project plans have been
revised three times at their request. We agreed the license should be issued for San Jorge and her secretary
contacted our attorney that afternoon for an appointment with us in San Jorge for the 18" of May. Prayer warriors
we cannot thank you enough because we know that this only happened because of your continued prayer. We
ask that you continue to pray that the Lord will not permit any further obstacles and that we will be able to find a
location for the program that they approve. We have already starting looking for another house for us or the
children to live in. We will also need house parents, more guards, a cook etc. So please keep the prayers flowing
upward and praise Him for all that He has done! God knows exactly what we need, it all belongs to Him and we
know that He will provide what we need in His time.

This month we also began discussions with the Ministry of Education
to open a school for the deaf on the Island of Ometepe. We have
learned that there is no school for the deaf or disabled on the island.
Joan has had meetings with the Minister of Education for the
department of Rivas and the Minister in charge of the island. A
project plan for a Christian Pre-School for the Deaf has been
submitted. The project includes the normal Nicaraguan Pre-School
program in the morning, lunch and then a VBS type program for an
hour or two in the afternoon. Currently we are awaiting the population

statistics which were not readily available from the Minister of
Education. We have also made contact with the Nicaraguan Association for the Deaf and they have indicated that
they know of 60 to 70 deaf children but did not have an age breakdown readily available. They currently have
three young adults from the island studying to be sign language teachers. The director will be talking to them
about being teachers at the H3C School for the Deaf. Needless to say we have a long way to go to put this
program together but if |t is God'’s vision for the property He will put all the players in place, including the support
needed for the teachers, equipment, repairs and food for the children.

Meanwhile, we continue to work with the school for the deaf and disabled here in
Rivas. Joan continues to take sign language classes and we provide what we can to
help the physical therapist with puzzles, floor mats, play dough etc. Currently our
Spanish church is looking at adding a much needed bathroom to the facility and we
: are looking for a way to get sponge floor tiles here from the US as they are too big to
[~ g ! fit in a suitcase. We are trying to provide a 12’ by 12’ area for the brain damage

If your email or home address has changed please email us your new address.
To unsubscribe to the newsletter or e-news updates simply email us at Vilasi@live.com.



